
TITLE OF PANEL / REPORT 
Director-General’s Advisory Group on Reform of WHO’s Work in Outbreaks and 
Emergencies with Health and Humanitarian Consequences 
 
ORIGINATING INSTITUTION 
WHO  
DATE RELEASED 
15 November 2015 / 18 January 2016 
OBJECTIVE  
The Advisory Group will provide regular advice and guidance in all aspects of the change 
management process to the Director-General of the WHO focusing especially on: 

• Designing and establishing a Platform across the 3 levels of the WHO Secretariat, that 
enables it to establish the best possible performance in managing the full scope of risk to 
health (including risk assessment, risk characterization, risk communication and risk 
management) as well as in responding to outbreaks and emergencies (whether acute or 
protracted) with health and humanitarian consequences. 

• Supporting WHO so that it is equipped to coordinate Member States, the United Nations, 
and operational partners during outbreaks and emergencies. 

Terms of Reference: http://www.who.int/about/who_reform/emergency-capacities/advisory-
group/tor/en/ 
 
MEMBERSHIP 

• David Nabarro (chair), United Nations Secretary General Special Envoy on Ebola  
• Amir Mahmoud Abdulla, Deputy Executive Director, World Food Programme  
• Walid Ammar, Director-General of Health, Lebanon  
• Valerie Amos, Director, The School of Oriental and African Studies, University of London  
• Michael von Bertele, Former Humanitarian Director, Save the Children International  
• Ted Chaiban, Director of Programmes, UNICEF  
• Jarbas Barbosa Da Silva Jr., President, National Agency of Health Surveillance, Brazil  
• Yves Daccord, Director-General, International Committee of the Red Cross  
• Vinod Kumar Duggal, Former Governor, Manipur and Mizoram States, India  
• Gabrielle Fitzgerald, Former Director, Ebola Program, Paul G. Allen Family Foundation  
• Toni Frisch, Ambassador, Chairman, International Search and Rescue Advisory 
• Michael Gerber, Chief of Emergency Response and Recovery Branch, Centers for Disease 

Control and Prevention (CDC)  
• Maria Guevara, Regional Humanitarian Representative in Asia, MSF  
• Stephen Ndung’u Karau, Ambassador, Permanent Mission of the Republic of Kenya to the 

United Nations & Other international organizations  
• Jeremy M. Konyndyk, Director, Office of U.S. Foreign Disaster Assistance, USAID  
• Poh Lian Lim, Senior Consultant, Communicable Disease Centre, Ministry of Health, 

Singapore 
Head of Department of Infectious Diseases, Institute of Infectious Disease and Epidemiology, 
Tan Tock Seng Hospital  

• Mary Pack, Vice President, International Medical Corps 
• Claus Haugaard Sørensen, Senior Advisor on Resilience, Humanitarian Aid and Crisis 

Response, European Commission  
• Denise Werker, Deputy Chief Medical Health Officer, Government of Saskatchewan, Ministry 

of Health, Canada  
WEBLINK  
http://www.who.int/about/who_reform/emergency-capacities/advisory-group/en/ 
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