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Jane Halton is a former Secretary of the Australian Department of Finance, responsible for 

supporting the delivery of the Australian Government Budget, the ongoing management of the 

Australian Government’s non-defense domestic property portfolio, key assets and asset sales, plus 

the financial and performance framework for Australian Government agencies. She has extensive 

experience in finance, insurance, risk management, information technology, human resources, 

health and aging, sport, and public policy, as well as significant international experience. 

In a 33-year career within the public service, including nearly 15 years as Secretary, Ms Halton’s 

previous roles include Secretary of the Australian Department of Health, Secretary for the 

Department of Health and Ageing, and Executive Co-ordinator (Deputy Secretary) of the Department 

of the Prime Minister and Cabinet. 

Ms. Halton is a member of the Advisory Boards of the Australia and New Zealand Banking Group 

(ANZ Bank), Clayton Utz, and the Australian Strategic Policy Institute. She is also a member of the 

Interim Board Coalition for Epidemic Preparedness Innovations. 

Previously, Ms. Halton has held numerous international appointments including the Executive Board 

of the World Health Organization (2004–2007), President of the World Health Assembly (2007), 

Chair of the Executive Board of WHO, and Chair of the OECD Health Committee (2007–2012). 

Ms. Halton holds the positions of Adjunct Professor at the University of Sydney, and Adjunct 

Professor at the University of Canberra. She also holds a Doctorate of Letters Honoris Causa from the 

University of New South Wales. 

She was awarded the Public Service Medal in 2002, the Centenary Medal in 2003, and the Geneva 

Health Prize in 2013. In 2016, Ms. Halton became one of a small number of international members 

elected to the National Academy of Medicine in the United States. 


